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Requirements for Smoke Alarm, Carbon Monoxide Alarm  
& Portable Fire Extinguisher Compliance  

In order to successfully pass the inspection, your property will need to meet all regulations 
mandated by the state and municipality.  These requirements are detailed below and specifically 
refer to smoke alarms, carbon monoxide alarms, and fire extinguishers.  

Please consult these requirements and contact the East Rutherford Bureau of Fire Safety with any 
and all questions or concerns prior to your appointment.  If your property does not adequately 
meet these requirements, you will fail and be required to schedule a reinspection (including a 
$45 reinspection fee).  Your property must pass inspection prior to the closing or rental, you will 
receive a penalty for non-compliance.  New homeowners or renters cannot occupy the home or 
rental unit prior to the inspection, or a $500.00 penalty will be assessed.  

Please Note:  The property owner, realtor, or anyone over the age of eighteen (18) years old 
must be present at the time of the inspection, and payment must be made prior to the inspection.   
No inspections will occur without payment being received prior to inspection.  

Fee Schedules:  
After completing the Application for Smoke / Carbon Monoxide / Fire Extinguisher  
Certification, please mail, fax, email, or drop off the form.  Your inspection fee is determined by 
counting the number of business days from the day we receive your application until your 
closing date.  Fees are as follows:  

1. Request for a CSDCMDC received ten (10) or more business days prior to the change of 
occupancy:  $45.00 

2. Request for a CSDCMDC received four (4) to nine (9) business days prior to the change 
of occupancy:  $90.00  

3. Request for a CSDCMDC received zero (0) to three (3) business days prior to the change 
of occupancy:  $161.00  

4. Re-inspection or no-show fee: $45.00 (This is in addition to the original cost of the 
inspection) Please Note:  

1. Applications received less than ten (10) days before the closing or rental date will try to 
be accommodated; however, this is not always possible.  This is the reason for sending in 
the application with ten (10) or more business days’ notice.  

 

Payment by check or money order is required BEFORE the inspection will be completed.  
Checks and money orders can be made out to: Borough of East Rutherford Fire Safety and 
may be brought to the Fire Safety office at 312 Grove St East Rutherford, NJ 07073.  

 





CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Carbon Monoxide Alarms should be installed with 10 feet of any sleeping areas so they will be audible in each 
bedroom. Multiple Carbon Monoxide Alarms may be necessary to accomplish this requirement. The use of a 
combination Smoke and CO detector are allowed to fulfill the requirement. 

Carbon Monoxide Alarms may be battery type, AC plug-in type and shall be listed and labeled in accordance 
with UL-2034 and installed in accordance with NFPA-720 

SMOKE DETECTORS - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

ANY DETECTOR THAT IS OLDER THAN 10 YEARS MUST BE REPLACED UNDER THIS

REQUIREMENT AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH NFPA-72 (14.4.5.4.1 AND 14.4.5.5) 

Smoke detector requirements vary because of code changes adopted over the past years. At a minimum, 
homes that were not altered or made larger and built prior to January 1977 require battery detectors to be 
installed. One on each level and outside of each sleeping area usually with 10 feet of any bedroom doors. 
The use of a combination Smoke and CO detector is allowed to fulfill the requirements. 

AS OF JANUARY 1, 2019, 10-YEAR SEALED BATTERY ONLY POWERED ALARMS SHALL BE 
INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ANSI/UL 217 AND ALL BATTERY-OPERATED SMOKE 
DETECTORS THAT USE REMOVABLE BATTERIES MUST BE REPLACED WITH THE SEALED 

BATTERY DEVICE REQUIREMENT MENTIONED ABOVE 

Any building constructed after January 1977 needs to meet the requirements of the code at the time the 
building was constructed. If the code only required hard wired smoke detectors on one or two floors, 
hardwired detectors need to be installed on each floor. However, A/C-powered single or multiple-station 
smoke alarms installed as part of the original construction or rehabilitation project SHALL NOT be replaced 
with BATTERY ONLY powered smoke alarms (Hardwired stay HW'd). 

ALL INSTALLED SYSTEMS MUST BE MAINTAINED AT ALL TIMES {IFC 907.1.11.2) 

LOW VOLTAGE FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

All Low Voltage Fire Alarm systems that are monitored by a central notification station must be maintained in 
accordance with NFPA-72 and the homeowner must provide a system test report at the time of inspection. 
Failure to maintain monitoring and provide a system test report that shows no deficiencies will be cause for 
failure and a re-inspection will be needed. 
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